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Paul Scott will be showing his installation piece ‘Confected, Borrowed, Blue…’, a table set with
his distinctive ceramics. In Scott’s hands, Willow Patterned plates warn of radioactive disaster
while Spode plates highlight the decline of the British ceramics industry.
David Poston is a jeweller and designer whose work has been collected by museums across the
world and bought by individuals to be worn every day. Unconventional throughout his career, he
has designed a necklace for an elephant, photographed bands like The Rolling Stones in concert
and developed life-changing training projects in Africa. The connecting thread is his mission to
better understand problems and to solve them, to improve people’s lives.
‘Necklace for an Elephant and Other Stories’ traces Poston’s life and his achievements, not only
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David Poston, Bracelet, 2003, recycled painted steel from oat tins, welded and wood . Courtesy Joel Degen

Paul Scott, (detail) Scott's Cumbrian Blue(s), Fukushima. 2012 Inglaze decal collage and gold lustre on
partially erased, cracked Willow pattern platter, marked Ocean, Sakakibara, Japan. 48cm x 36cm.

Next Spring, The Harley Gallery is delighted to present a double bill featuring two leading artists;
ceramicist Paul Scott and jeweller David Poston. Both of these leading artists make work rich
with the spirit of enquiry; political, economic or philosophical.

PRESS RELEASE
SPRING SEASON AT THE HARLEY GALLERY
25/04/2015 – 21/06/2015
in jewellery, but also photography, engineering, invention, process design and international
development.
Visit The Harley Gallery from 25th April to 21st June 2015 to explore the many worlds of these two
artists. The Harley Gallery is in Nottinghamshire, 10 minutes from the A1 and M1. Free entry.
CONFECTED, BORROWED, BLUE…. AN INSTALLATION BY PAUL SCOTT
Blue and white china is often found at home; it is a visual language that many people are familiar
with. Paul Scott’s appropriation of its traditional patterns as vehicles for socio-political
commentary has made his work unmistakeable. Warning signs for radioactivity are tucked into
the border of the Willow Pattern; jet planes streak across rural landscapes.
On a shallow oval dish with delicate fluted edges, a drilling platform rises starkly above a
sumptuous deep blue landscape. As befits the title - Fracked - the dish is cracked and the crack
has been filled with gold.
A ghost factory, with the legend ‘Spode Closed’, overprinted onto a classic Spode Italian plate
laments the demise of the ceramics industry in Britain.
Scott’s ‘Cockle Pickers Tea Service’ responds to the tragic 2004 drowning of 19 Chinese gang
workers in Morecombe Bay, using elements from the Willow Pattern. It was made to
commemorate the passing of the parliamentary bill to abolish the Slave Trade and powerfully
reminds us that slavery is still an issue in Britain today.
NECKLACE FOR AN ELEPHANT AND OTHER STORIES: THE WORKING LIVES OF DAVID
POSTON
Delicate jewellery made of rose thorns, the hefty weight of a limestone necklace, a piece made of
discarded Coca Cola bottle tops; Poston’s jewellery speaks of his restless, experimental spirit.
Poston’s designs are minimal and sensual. He always wanted to make jewellery which would be
worn as much of the day and night as possible. He says, “Jewellery is a way of reconciling
people to their bodies, making them feel switched on. It is about how they feel inside and how
they can realise that feeling.” By the time he was in his thirties, his work had been bought
enthusiastically by people across the world and by major international museum collections.
Besides being a jeweller, Poston has pursued several other careers, some of them
simultaneously. For the first time, this exhibition brings together the different aspects of his
creative career to show the significant wider impact he has made.
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As an inventor Poston has at least six patent applications to his name. He has worked as an
independent consultant in a number of highly specialised fields, including industrial and
economic development, clinical informatics and medicine delivery design, and haptic interface
technology. Today he combines making jewellery and being a consultant to new technology
start-ups with gaining his pilot’s licence.
NOTES TO EDITORS
For more information please contact Rebecca Wombell, Marketing Manager on 01909 501 700 /
marketing@harleygallery.co.uk
THE HARLEY GALLERY is where old and new come together. It has a national reputation for
excellence and innovation, aiming to widen participation and develop understanding of the work
of practicing artists and makers. Situated on the ducal estate of Welbeck in North
Nottinghamshire, the gallery is easily accessible from both the A1 and M1. The three gallery
spaces show exhibitions of contemporary visual art and craft which change 5 times a year,
alongside a gallery shop, recognized by the Crafts Council as a quality retail outlet. The Harley
Gallery is also home to the only exhibition space dedicated to showing objects from The Portland
Collection of fine and decorative arts, built up by the Dukes of Portland and their families who
have lived at Welbeck for over 400 years. A new gallery, opening in 2016, will show further works
from this Collection.
PAUL SCOTT is a Cumbrian based artist with a diverse practice and an international reputation.
His work can be found in public collections around the globe - including the Victoria and Albert
Museum London, The National Museum Stockholm Sweden, The National Decorative Arts
Museum Norway and The Museum of Art and Design New York.
http://www.cumbrianblues.com/about.html

CONFECTED, BORROWED AND BLUE… is organised by The Holburne Museum.
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DAVID POSTON was born in 1948 and lives and works near Diss in Suffolk. He has worked as a
jeweller, international development worker, inventor in medical technology, teacher and
technologist and in earlier times as a props maker, student campaigner, photographer; he is
currently consultant to a number of start-ups in the technology sphere.
NECKLACE FOR AN ELEPHANT is funded by Arts Council England, commissioned by The
Harley Gallery and Ruthin Craft Centre and is curated by the former Director of the Crafts
Council, Dr. Louise Taylor.
1. A colour publication accompanies this exhibition with a major essay by Dr Elizabeth Goring.
2. This is David Poston’s first retrospective exhibition and tours to the following venues:
Ruthin Craft Centre 6 Dec 2014 – 25 Jan 2015
Middlesex University 13 February – 7 March 2015
Harley Gallery 25 April – 21 June 2015
Fitzwilliam Museum 30 June – 6 September 2015
Milton Keynes Arts Centre 13 September – 30 October 2015
Birmingham School of Jewellery 11 January – 29 January 2016
Dovecot, Edinburgh February – March 2016
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Above, left to right:
Paul Scott, 2014, Scott’s Cumbrian Blue(s) Fracked No:3. Inglaze decal collage on cracked feather edged pearlware
platter (c.1820) with gold, 43cm x 32cm x 3cm.
Paul Scott, 2012, Scott's Cumbrian Blue(s), Fukushima. Inglaze decal collage and gold lustre on partially erased,
cracked Willow pattern platter, marked Ocean, Sakakibara, Japan. 48cm x 36cm.

Above, left to right:
David Poston, 1981, Bangle bracelet, hand-forged stainless steel. Courtesy Joel Degan.
David Poston, 2013, Bangle bracelet, stainless steel with red glass beads, David Poston 2013. Courtesy Joel Degan.
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